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Dec. 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

pockets. For the sake of America’s workers, 
I call on the Senate to act now on this 
plan, which can pass the Senate with a 
bipartisan majority if it is brought up for 
a vote. If this bipartisan bill gets to my 
desk, I will sign it. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language version of this 
statement.

Message on the Observance of Christmas 2001
December 20, 2001

Christmas is a time of wonder and joy, 
of generosity and peace, that brings family 
and friends together in celebration and 
song. We sing old hymns and familiar 
carols, we show love for others in the giving 
of gifts, and we observe the hallowed tradi-
tions that make the season special. This 
year in the midst of extraordinary times, 
our Nation has shown the world that 
though there is great evil, there is a greater 
good. Americans have given of themselves, 
sacrificing to help others and showing the 
spirit of love and sharing that is so much 
a part of the Christmas season. 

According to the Gospel of Luke, two 
thousand years ago, the savior of mankind 
came into the world. Christians believe that 
Jesus’ birth was the incarnation of God on 
earth, opening the door to new hope and 
eternal life. At Christmastime, Christians 
celebrate God’s love revealed to the world 

through Christ. And the message of Jesus 
is one that all Americans can embrace this 
holiday season—to love one another. 

This Christmas we remember those who 
are without their loved ones. They continue 
to be in our hearts and prayers. May they 
experience peace, and may they find hope. 
And as we again celebrate Christ’s birth, 
may the glorious light of God’s goodness 
and love shine forth from our land. 

Laura joins me in wishing you a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. May 
God’s blessings of peace be upon us and 
upon the world. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this 
message.

Remarks on the New Oval Office Carpet and an Exchange With Reporters 
December 21, 2001

Review of 2001

The President. Don’t step on the new 
rug! [Laughter] 

We wanted you to see the new rug. It’s 
a tradition for each President to design a 
rug. And Laura helped design this rug, and 
I think she did a fantastic job, as you can 
see. It’s just beautiful. 

That’s the seal in the middle. The border 
here has got a little Texan in it. 

The First Lady. We have the Lone Star. 
The President. The Lone Star. The rays 

are, I think, very dramatic. And so we 
wanted you to come by and take a look 
at it. 
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